
House training Tips 

 

 

Congratulations on bringing home your new puppy! A new puppy can be an exciting and 

rewarding experience. However, along with the fun, often come some challenges for the new 

owners. One such challenge is housetraining your new pet. However, with the positive tips in 

this handout, housetraining outside can be a quick and rewarding experience for both the new 

puppy and its owners. 

In order to assist your puppy with learning housetraining quickly and easily, it is important that 

you recognize your pets cues that they need to eliminate. Most puppies need to use the restroom 

every three to four hours during the day and within thirty minutes of eating, drinking, exercise, 

play or sleep. Most puppies will also exhibit some outward signs that they need to eliminate such 

as, sniffing the floor, walking in circles, squatting, slinking, or trying to hide behind objects. 

Closely supervising your pet and being in tune to their body language will make the 

housetraining transition easier for everyone involved. 

Puppies learn quickly and easily when a positive routine is established. When it is time to take 

your pet outdoors to eliminate, use the same path, door and elimination location each time. Speak 

to your pet in an upbeat and encouraging tone. When you have reached the elimination area, use 

a key phrase to encourage your pet to eliminate, such as "Go Potty". This key phrase will become 

his cue to eliminate and will be helpful in times when you are not in a familiar location to give 

him permission to eliminate. Once your puppy has done his business reward him immediately 

with lavish praise and treats. It is important that you accompany your pet each time he 

eliminates; this allows you to make sure that he has done his business and to reward him 

immediately for his good efforts. 

Until your new puppy is successfully housetrained, it is recommended that they be kept on a 

leash at all times. This allows you to carefully observe their body language, behaviors and cues 

that it may be time for a trip outside. If you cannot supervise your pet, then the dog should be 

confined in a puppy proofed area of your home. This area should have a warm bed, food, water 

and area for elimination. Before confining your pet, be sure that he has been allowed to relieve 

himself and has been exercised. If your puppy does have an accident while you are not 

supervising him, remember, that punishment after the fact only serves to scare and intimidate 

your puppy at a time when bonding is crucial. If your puppy does begin to have an accident 

while you are supervising him, then quickly startle the puppy by clapping or staying Stop. Then 

proceed to follow your routine and then reward the puppy when he finishes in the proper 

location. Remember that with proper supervision and practice housetraining will be a rewarding 

experience for both you and your new puppy. 
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